Hart High School Theatre Arts 1A Syllabus

Mr. Christensen

(661) 259-7575 Ext. 212 -  bchristensen@hartdistrict.org

Class Goals and Objectives:

The course is designed to give an introduction to the history, literature, vocabulary, techniques and craft of acting, and theatrical production.  The course will meet and exceed the California State Standards as outlined by the California State Board of Education and the Wm. S Hart UHSD directives. (See attached document)

· Theatre Arts 1B 
· Students will read a play and report on one playwright from one of the periods studied during the semester. (Restoration, Modern European,  American Theatre)
· Students must see and evaluate one Hart school production or another live production per semester (other productions must be teacher approved)
· Students will learn acting techniques through exercises designed by theatre teacher Uta Hagen (A Challenge for the Actor; Scribners)
· Students will cover theatre history from the Restoration period, Modern European theatre and American theatre history.
· Students will study theatre basics from the text covering; Stage management, Set Design and Construction, Stage Lighting and Sound, Costumes, and Make-up
· Student participation and behavior may well be factored into grades. Theatre is a class where participation in activities and projects is a must for student learning of the craft.
· Will  learn acting theories and perform scenes from modern plays and occasionally will mount a class production of a one-act play or a scene showcase
· Improv participation on improv Fridays
Grading Policy:

Grading is done through Infinite Campus:(http://www.hartdistrict.org/index.php/campus/campus-portal) 

which is point accumulation based and is based on a weighted percentage system. 90-100 is an A Etc…below 60% is a fail.   Points will be assigned as followed.

· Quizzes, Tests, assignments and  production critiques

30%

· Performances in class and workshop



30%

· Journal entries






15%

· Class participation/ behavior(observed and recorded)

25%

Extra Credit is offered at the teacher’s discretion for projects or items that further the student’s understanding or participation in theatre and support for theatre resources.

Make-up work must be made up the day after the absence except for multiple day absences which usually allow the student an equal number of days to make up an assignment.  Anything over one week past due will be marked with a “0.”  Arrangements must be made with the teacher for make-up work at a reduced point value.

Behavior Expectations:

· Respectful and courteous behavior in the classroom for teacher and other students especially during performance and instruction.

· Be in your seat and prepared to work when the bell rings
· No Gum, No food or drink… except water which I encourage.
· No electronic devices (cell phones, Ipods, cameras etc.) unless used as props in scenes

· Respect for and adherence to all school directives and policies already published elsewhere including tardies, respect, damaging school property, profanity in the classroom etc.

· Cheating and plagiarism will be dealt with accordance to school and district policies.

Consequences:

· Warning (2)

· Removal from class (outside class door)

· A standard of offence written and signed by parent

· Call home

· Referral to office

· Possible grade implications under participation grade
Teacher contact: bchristensen@hartdistrict.org. , 661-259-7575 ext.212  Conference period is 1 pm- 2 pm .

Student participation contribution/donation

In both sections of this class we plan various projects which will require production materials such as paint, costumes, video tape, lighting, set and stage properties and possibly royalties to plays and scenes produced.  To be able to mount the projects money donated to the theatre department to help cover the costs is encouraged.  Recent district policies have eliminated required lab fees for classes but all of the fine arts classes request needed donations and / or participation funds .  My requests are far lower than the other arts electives and the donation will help to make the class better for all students involved.


The amount requested for TA 1B is  $25.00 (for plays and printed materials and class materials) and to help cover production costs and stipends to professionals who may come and teach technical aspects of theatre as well as video tape and video computer applications.


The donation will also help to improve the production abilities of the Black Box theatre for all theatre arts students.  Help keep the arts vital at Hart with this small donation.


Any donation larger or smaller than the requested amount will be greatly appreciated. 
Make checks out to:  Hart ASB/Drama

SEARCH FOR PROFESSIONALS-  IF YOU ARE IN THE THEATRE, TELEVISION OR FILM INDUSTRY OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS , WE’D LOVE TO HAVE PEOPLE COME AND TALK TO THE STUDENTS ABOUT THE INDUSTRY AND OPPORTUNITIES THAT MIGHT BE AVAILBLE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL.


PLEASE CONTACT ME TO ARRANGE A VISIT. 

California State Standards and They Will be Applied in this Course

1.0 ARTISTIC PERCEPTION

Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills Unique to Theatre

Students observe their environment and respond, using the elements of theatre. They also observe formal and informal works of theatre, film/video, and electronic media and respond, using the vocabulary of theatre.

Development of the Vocabulary of Theatre

1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as acting values, style, genre, design, and theme, to describe theatrical experiences.
· TA1A will learn the vocabulary listed on the State Standards website and other theatre vocab throughout semester/ 1B will continue in applied vocabulary studies in theatre and film (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/thglossary.asp)
Comprehension and Analysis of the Elements of Theatre

1.2 Document observations and perceptions of production elements, noting mood, pacing, and use of space through class discussion and reflective writing.
· Students must attend a *Hart theatre production and write a 5 paragraph essay on the   experience using the vocabulary of theatre learned in class.
· Students write critical analysis of performances in class in journal
  ( * other options must be approved by the instructor if student cannot see a Hart production)

2.0 CREATIVE EXPRESSION

Creating, Performing, and Participating in Theatre

Students apply processes and skills in acting, directing, designing, and script writing to create formal and informal theatre, film/videos, and electronic media productions and to perform in them.

Development of Theatrical Skills

2.1 Make acting choices, using script analysis, character research, reflection, and revision through the rehearsal process. 

· (Students will do scenes, monologues and perhaps a small play from period covered in class. 1B will work on scenes, sometimes  a play or a film project  and do exercises based on Stanislavski and other acting theories and techniques)

Creation/Invention in Theatre

2.2 Write dialogues and scenes, applying basic dramatic structure: exposition, complication, conflictcrises, climax, and resolution. 

· (Students will create various scenarios and improvisations in class and will be encouraged to write projects for production)

2.3 Design, produce, or perform scenes or plays from a variety of theatrical periods and styles, including Shakespearean and contemporary realism. 

· ( Students will learn  monologues and scenes from various time periods throughout the two semester course.  They will be exposed to all of the main theatrical periods and styles of theatre.
3.0 HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Theatre

Students analyze the role and development of theatre, film/video, and electronic media in past and present cultures throughout the world, noting diversity as it relates to theatre.

Role and Cultural Significance of Theatre

3.1 Identify and compare how film, theatre, television, and electronic media productions influence values and behaviors.
· Students will view a number of theatrical productions on film and critique and evaluate the influence of these dramatic presentations on history and culture.

3.2 Describe the ways in which playwrights reflect and influence their culture in such works as Raisin in the Sun, Antigone, and the Mahabarata.
· Students will be studying playwrights form various cultural backgrounds that have contributed to social change and injustice in the world. 
History of Theatre

3.3 Identify key figures, works, and trends in world theatrical history from various cultures and time periods.

· ( Students will study all eras of theatre history, the literature and main influences in all cultures and do research on the major influences)
4.0 AESTHETIC VALUING

Responding to, Analyzing, and Critiquing Theatrical Experiences

Students critique and derive meaning from works of theatre, film/video, electronic media, and theatrical artists on the basis of aesthetic qualities.

Critical Assessment of Theatre

4.1 Compare a traditional interpretation of a play with a nontraditional interpretation and defend the merits of the different interpretations.
· Students will see various interpretations of  works of theatre and compare and contrast the  various approaches to the work 
Derivation of Meaning from Works of Theatre

4.2 Report on how a specific actor used drama to convey meaning in his or her performances.
· See required play attendance in section one.  This standard will be met in conjunction with the other.
5.0 CONNECTIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, APPLICATIONS

Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in Theatre, Film/Video, and Electronic Media to Other Art Forms and Subject Areas and to Careers. Students apply what they learn in theatre, film/video, and electronic media across subject areas. They develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and time management that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about careers in and related to theatre.
· Students will perform in monologues, scenes, scenarios and plays during both semesters of the class.
· When available, professionals from the industry will come in and give presentations on the professional applications of theatre, film and other elements of the industry.
I truly hope your student will have a fun, challenging and instructive year in theatre arts and I hope some of the students will be inspired to continue and be a part of Hart’s dramatic and musical productions on the main stage and in the Black Box and continue in the performance classes in the future.

This year’s Spring plays will be first; Almost, Maine by John Cariani produced by the students of the advanced class. It’s a series a vignettes about the nature of relationships. (April 13-16)

And second: Agatha Christie’s classic The Mousetrap, a classic whodunit which is not to be missed. (April 27-30)

Theatre Arts Web Sites

The Class website -  http://hartta1ab.weebly.com/ - has the calendar and all the assignments and powerpoints taught in the class.

Theatre Arts Website : http://www.hartdrama.com -  Tells what’s happening in Hart Drama’s performance program
STUDENT – PARENT AGREEMENT

Sign and Return for 10 pts. Credit
I have read the theatre arts syllabus  and state standards and understand the requirements for the courses presented.

 Period _____________
Student name ____________________________________________________ 
 Signature _______________________________________________________ Date _________________
Student email  _______________________________________________
Parent signature __________________________________________   Date ___________________

     Parent Email _____________________________________    
     Cell #   __________________________________________   Work # ________________________

Voluntary Donation to theatre arts ($25.00 requested) made out to Hart ASB/drama
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